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“How does art make history? How can art imagine 
better futures? By commissioning this print from 
Romero, we want to foster discussions with artists, 
students, and the broader public about the role(s) of 
monuments. Romero shows iconoclasm in action, and 
thus helps begin to reunite Serra with the violence he 
unleashed. Massing the fragmented bodies of the 
colonizer creates a mountain-like shape, drawing 
attention to the bloody history that underlies the 
present-day United States. However, by focusing on 
the action of toppling the statues (rather than Serra’s 
acts), Romero does not end with colonial trauma, but 
rather highlights past and present efforts to resist and 
to persevere through art.”



“With her latest silkscreen, Romero pays tribute to 

California’s Indigenous communities which organized 

state-wide protests in allyship with the Black Lives Matter 

Movement. In the past few years, activists tore down 

statues of Junípero Serra—an 18th-century Spanish 

Catholic priest who is widely known as the “father” of 

California’s Missions—that were situated in public areas 

all across the state. Today Serra and the monuments that 

pay homage to him are controversial; part of a group of 

ardently debated historical figures like Columbus and 

Confederate soldiers in the South, the depiction of Serra 

as a benevolent leader caring for Native peoples tells a 

version of history that is decidedly one-sided. Romero is 

paying close attention to how the stories of the oppressed 

can be retold and offers a reimagined version of display.”  can be retold and offers a reimagined version of display.”  

- KAREN RAPP, DIRECTOR AND CURATOR
 LABAND GALLERY, LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY  

“Romero’s ‘Decommissioned: Junípero Serra 
Statue Pile at the LA River’ is a brilliant example of 
the power of printmaking, because once again an 
artist is using a method of media and 
propaganda-making once solely controlled by 
institutions like the church and government to 
control narratives, and at one point liberated by 
artists and democratized. Printmakers have been 
using this art form to dismantle myths and 
misinformation. 
Romero’s Serra pile, for me, implies that 
sometimes the object, in this case these replica 
Romero’s Serra pile, for me, implies that 
sometimes the object, in this case these replica 
statues, only carry the importance we give them. 
Or the power we allow them to have. Artistic 
interventions like this reminds us of the power of 
people.” 

–  JOEL GARCIA
ARTIST, CULTURAL ORGANIZER
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